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 MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2024 IN THE GUILDHALL

Present: Councillors E Price (Chair), L Auletta, C Beavis, T Bennett, J Chinnock, T Cooper, J Cummings, J Hannam, J Hodgson, D Peters, A Presswell, N Roberts, T Robshaw and M Trant.

Apologies: Cllr S Collinson and District Cllr Allen.

Not Present: Cllr L Smallridge.
	
In Attendance: District Cllr Birch, S Halliday (Governance and Projects Manager) and P Bethel (Town Sergeant). 

1.   WELCOME TO ALL ATTENDING AND OBSERVING

2.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council. The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.
The apologies were received and accepted. There were no amendments to declarations of interest.

The Committee will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors.
a. County Cllr Hodgson 
b. District Cllr Allen 
c. District Cllr Birch
d. District Cllr Presswell 

It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders.

[bookmark: _Hlk137043662]a.	County Cllr (C Cllr) Hodgson was present and had circulated prior to the meeting. Cllrs raised no questions. C Cllr Hodgson updated on a meeting held last week about Schumacher College and the three transport consultations that are live at the moment.

[bookmark: _Hlk116036876][bookmark: _Hlk158194529]b.	District Cllr Allen was not present and had submitted a report prior to the meeting.    

[bookmark: _Hlk138665120]c.	District Cllr Birch was present and thanked the Town Council for their support with the Heritage Festival. Cllr Birch answered questions on his written report including: Morrisons Petrol Station erecting fencing around the container alongside the road and whether this has been reported to enforcement, whether the police will respond to incidents of disruptive drunken behaviour; whether the Heritage Festival will run next year; ensuring that the landscaping plan at the Caravan Site is implemented; LCWIP - the short consultation timeframe which doesn’t fit with the Council’s meeting cycle, and is there any South Hams District Council (SHDC) funding identified for schemes; Schumacher College; winter fuel payment resolution made by SHDC.

d.	District Cllr Presswell was present and answered questions on her written report, including: where the funding for the Galleon repairs will come from, Fusion and TADPOOL; and who – SHDC or the Town Councils – will receive the revenue raised from higher second home council tax. 

The Council reconvened.

3.   CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve and sign the minutes of the following Meeting: 
(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2)
[bookmark: _Hlk60668154][bookmark: _Hlk113529042]
[bookmark: _Hlk144891911]a.	Full Council 2nd September 2024.
[bookmark: _Hlk144895276]It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes.
[bookmark: _Hlk61441203]
To note the following minutes:
b.	Council Matters Committee 9th September 2024.
Noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk175833408][bookmark: _Hlk163556418]c.	Planning Committee 16th September 2024. 
Noted. 

d.	Town Matters Committee 23rd September 2024.
Noted. 

4.   CONSIDERATION OF ANY MATTERS ARISING
To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees:
(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2)
[bookmark: _Hlk74049689]
a.	Full Council 2nd September 2024.
No matters arising. 

b. 	Council Matters Committee 9th September 2024 
Item 6 – Scheme of Delegation. To be considered under item 6.

Item 15 – Closed Circuit Television Sharing with the Police. It was RESOLVED unanimously that:
Two local police officers are permitted real-time access to the CCTV footage around the Guildhall (via phone app), subject to:
a. Accessing the footage should only be for the prevention and investigation of criminal activity, and
b. The app should not be installed on the officers’ personal phones, and
c. There is a signed agreement that no footage shall be shared and used without the usual completed CCTV request form being completed.

c.	Planning Committee 16th September 2024
Item 6 – Parish Housing Profile. It was RESOLVED unanimously that that the following comments are made to South Hams District Council:
· The total number of properties is not included; 
· Concern that the average rental statistics data is not granular enough; 
· Concern that rental figures have been distorted by the residents of Baltic Wharf being moved into rental accommodation in the town whilst remedial works were ongoing; and 
· How will these figures be used in relation to the proposed new National Planning Policy Framework guidelines to address housing demand targets? The Council is concerned that unless the data is accurate, the figures could be misleading and the town could be recommended for more housing building/development, and/or not of the type needed, than is required.

Item 9 – E-Bike Scheme. It was RESOLVED unanimously that in principle the Town Council supports the logistics required (the loss of one parking space, location to be confirmed) for the South Hams District Council e-bike scheme.

d.  	Town Matters Committee 23rd September 2024
Item 3d – Environment and Public Realm Working Group. Mosaics. There was discussion about the potential locations for the mosaics and the recommendation was amended. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously that the mosaics are located at public transport entry points in the town where some overhead protection is afforded, for example:
· Town Council bus shelter on Coronation Road;
· SHDC bus shelter on Coronation Road; and 
· the railway station, one on each platform.
This is subject to landowner agreement. The Rotherfold should be kept in reserve as an area to display the mosaics.  A final location plan for the mosaics is to be agreed through Full Council . The Mosaics should be accompanied by a plaque stating that the mosaics are on loan from Totnes Town Council. 

Item 4 – Community Composting Scheme on Steamer Quay Road. Cllr Hodgson gave an update on the continuing work of the Community Composting Group. It was RESOLVED unanimously that whilst the principle of community composting is supported, further work is required to determine: public need and support for a facility in Totnes; a suitable, accessible location; how it will be maintained and by who; who has the long-term responsibility/ liability for the facility; and long-term funding arrangements.

Item 5 – Devon County Council Pension Fund Investments. Cllr Robshaw updated with information from Devon County Council in relation to the wording of the proposed recommendation and suggested the removal of stating figures and companies by name, resulting in an amendment to the recommendation. 

It was RESOLVED unanimously that Totnes Town Council fully endorses and supports the principles and the sentiments of the following motion being put to Devon County Council seeking immediate withdrawal of its investments and pension funds in companies selling arms to Israel as these are contributing to the war in Gaza.  We urge Devon County Council to support this motion and adopt an ethical investment policy.

“Further to withdrawing over £2 million in investments from companies selling arms to Israel. Devon County Council now commits to investigating withdrawing any remaining funds invested through its investments and pension funds in any such companies.
Devon County Council seeks immediate withdrawal of these investments, particularly in light of the tragic loss of over 20,000 children in Gaza. Our pension fund should not support activities contributing to such atrocities.
Devon County Council seeks to fully divest from these companies and to uphold values of peace, justice, and ethical responsibility.”

Item 7 - South Hams District Gambling Policy consultation. It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Town Council responds to the consultation, supports the proposed policy changes and asks that it includes advertising in public places, for example on bus stops, to ensure gambling advertising is not permitted.

Item 9 – Christmas Markets and Lantern Parade. It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Town Council will take part in the lantern procession: with individual Councillors committing to taking part in the procession on 17th December and carrying out any potential repairs to Pegasus in advance; and that Ben Piper is invited to take part in the procession.

5.   ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC REALM WORKING GROUP – GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SPECIFICATION
To consider the Environment and Public Realm Working Group’s recommendation on the grounds maintenance specification required to begin a tender process for 2025.
It was explained that as an exception, this item had come straight to Full Council (rather than through Committee) in order to be able to run the tender process and have figures to inform the budget setting process in the next few months. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously to accept the grounds maintenance specification as drafted so that the tender process can commence.  

6.   SCHEME OF DELEGATION
To consider a Scheme of Delegation for the Council.
It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Scheme of Delegation is adopted. 

7.   LIST OF MEETING DATES AND COMMUNICATIONS POINTS
To note a list of upcoming meeting dates (including a 2025 meeting calendar), Council communications points and link Councillor/Councillor representatives on outside bodies updates.
Noted. 

8.   NEXT MEETING
To note the next meeting date of Monday 4th November 2024, 6.30pm public session, 7.00pm formal meeting in the Guildhall. 
Noted. 


The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.


9.   CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS FROM COMMITTEE (Standing Item)
To consider any recommendations or matters arising that are considered confidential in nature.
None.

10.   ELMHIRST PROJECT (Standing Item)
To consider any update on the Elmhirst Site project (commercially sensitive). 
There were no updates at this time.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.



Cllr Emily Price
Chair



image1.png




