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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2022 IN THE GUILDHALL

Present: Councillors G Allen (Chair), S Collinson, J Cummings and J Hodgson.
Apologies: Councillor R Hendriksen.
Not Present: Cllrs P Paine and V Trow.
In Attendance: Two members of the public and S Halliday (Governance and Projects Manager).

1.	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE	
To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council.
[bookmark: _Hlk66800937]Cllr Allen read out a statement about how the meeting would be conducted and recorded. 
[bookmark: _Hlk46831890]
The apology was accepted.

The Committee will adjourn Standing Orders for the following items:

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A member of the public asked why the community grant applications went straight to Full Council in April and not through the Council Matters Committee, and raised concerns about where assets like laptops would go if an organisation collapsed. The Chair said that the Planning Committee had no involvement in this issue. The Officer explained that due to pre-election period constraints before the planned election on 17th May and as some grant applications were for funding for events being held over the Platinum Jubilee weekend, it was decided that the April Full Council needed to make funding decisions or else there was no opportunity to do so before 2nd June. 

A member of the public updated the Committee that Tally Ho buses are looking at alterations to the Saturday bus route to cover the usual Bob the Bus route in Bridgetown, which the Town Council may be consulted on. The member of the public also raised the issue of a planned telegraph pole being installed as part of the Airband project along the pavement between Maudlin Road and St Katherine’s Way which will restrict access for wheelchairs and buggy users.

Cllr Collinson made the Committee aware of the newly formed Kingsbridge Hill residents association who are looking at solutions to the traffic problems on the road, particularly speeding and rat running. The Group will attend the Traffic and Transport Forum this week to set out their aims and suggestions for low-cost solutions to the problems being experienced. 

The Committee reconvened Standing Orders.


2.	AIRBAND
To receive an update on the Airband project role out from Airband Community Liaison. Verbal update [no more than 30 minutes].
Unfortunately, the Airband representative was unwell and unable to attend the meeting. It was AGREED to request a virtual update/presentation from Airband for a Thursday at 5pm which can be live streamed to the public on FaceBook.

[bookmark: _Hlk83115853]3.	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES	
To approve the minutes of 21st March 2022 and update on any matters arising. 
The minutes were approved as an accurate record of proceedings. 

4.	TREE WORKS APPLICATIONS
To make recommendations on the following tree works applications:

4a.  0838/22/TCA –T1: Thuja plicata (Western Red Cedar) - lateral reduction by 0.3m on the W side. T2: Juglans nigra (Black Walnut) - crown raise to give 5.2m statuary road clearance. T3: Fagus sylvatica (Copper Beech) - crown raise to give 5.2m statuary road clearance, and reduce lowest lateral branch by 2m. T4: Lawson cypress - trim all N/E/S/W profiles to maintain structure. T5: Magnolia - reduce branches by 1m away from BT Line. T6: Cotoneaster frigidus - crown height reduction by 1.5m, and, lateral reduction by 0.5m on the W side. G1: Pittosporum, Bay and Portuguese Laurel - crown height reduction by 2m creating a rounded top, trim annual growth from all side profiles. Chy Vean, Priory Avenue, Totnes, TQ9 5HR. 
No further action - a decision notice was issued on 25th April for this application. 

4b.  0826/22/TCA - T1: Sorbus (Rowan Tree) – crown height reduction by 4 metres. 1 Castle Court, Totnes, TQ9 5PD.
Support.

5.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To make recommendations on the following planning applications:
[bookmark: _Hlk51234845]
5a.  1008/22/HHO – Householder application for rear extension, front and rear dormer extension and raised terrace. 55 Denys Road, Totnes, TQ9 5TL. 
Support.
 
5b.  0719/22/HHO – Householder application to build oak timber frame extension onto the front of the property, to replace and enlarge the existing bay window. Ayesha, Weirfields, Totnes, TQ9 5JS. 
Support.

5c.  0756/22/FUL – Replacement patio doors and windows. 3 Elizabethan House, Steamer Quay Road, Totnes, TQ9 5BY. 
Support.
 
5d.  1233/22/ARC – Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 3, 4 and 5 of planning consent 56/0733/15/LB. 5 Garden Flat, Plymouth Road, Totnes, TQ9 5PH. 
Support.
6.	20MPH SPEED LIMIT PILOT
To consider the proposed expression of interest for the 20mph speed limit pilot scheme being run by Devon County Council.
To RECOMMEND to Full Council that it supports the application that Totnes be included in the 20mph pilot trial for the roads identified in purple in the map below (those shown in red are already 20mph):
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7.	DART HARBOUR STRATEGIC PLAN CONSULTATION
To consider Dart Harbour Community Group response to the Dart Harbour Navigation Authority Strategic Plan review and make a recommendation to Full Council in May with a draft Council response.
It was AGREED to have a future agenda item on the proposed extension of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to link the Dart with Dartmoor.

To RECOMMEND to Full Council the following response to the Dart Harbour Community Group comments on the Dart Harbour Navigation Authority Strategic Plan:

Totnes Town Council supports the Dart Harbour Community Group’s comments in response to the Dart Harbour Navigation Authority’s Strategic Plan consultation. The Council is particularly supportive of the approach to engaging with town and parish councils and we welcome such engagement, and the regular monitoring of water quality. Totnes Town Council’s concerns include sewage discharges into the river, and how river use affects wildlife in and around the river. The Council is keen to explore proposals for extending the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to link the Dart through to Dartmoor.

8.	ROADMAP NEWSLETTER	
To note the latest Devon Highways ‘Roadmap’ Spring newsletter.
Noted.
9.	EVENTS ON SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT COUNCIL LAND
To note the following events taking place on South Hams District Council land:
9a.  Totnes Elizabethan Craft and Charity Market, Tuesdays 3rd May – 27th September 0800-1500hrs, Market Square. Noted.
9b.  Sea Change Festival, Friday 27th May 1000hrs until Sunday 29th May 2200hrs, The Rotherfold. Noted.

10.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING	
To note the date of the next meeting of the Planning Committee – Monday 23rd May 2022 at 6.30pm in the Guildhall.
Noted. Cllr Collinson gave apologies for the May meeting as she will be away.


Sara Halliday
Governance and Projects Manager
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